
Grade Grade Name
Min 

Mark
Max 
Mark Grade Descriptor

N Fail 0 49.5 N - Failed to meet the passing criteria for this 
component

C Pass 50 59.5

Criteria met at C level: Understanding of content 
demonstrated with reference to course material. Own 
opinions explained. Appropriate standard of 
presentation and, where appropriate, compliance to 
academic writing conventions.

CR Credit 60 69.5

Criteria met at CR level: Understanding 
demonstrated with reference to course material and to 
additional appropriate literature and/or experience. 
Arguments supported with evidence from the literature 
and experience. Some reference to other points of 
view. Good standard of presentation and, where 
appropriate, compliance to academic writing 
conventions

D Distinction 70 79.5

Criteria met at D level: Thorough understanding 
demonstrated through arguments or explanations 
substantiated from relevant literature and/or 
experience. Capacity to critique own and other's ideas 
demonstrated. Original ideas clearly expressed and 
supported with reference to appropriate literature 
and/or experience. Demonstrated capacity to examine 
and explain issues from a number of viewpoints. Very 
good standard of presentation and, where appropriate, 
compliance to academic writing conventions.

HD Higher 
Distinction 80 100

Criteria met at HD level: Penetrating understanding 
demonstrated. Very well substantiated arguments or 
explanations provided. Alternative viewpoints 
considered and conclusions very well argued and 
substantiated. Substantial evidence of original and 
critical thinking. Excellent standard of presentation 
and, where appropriate, compliance to academic 
writing conventions.
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